R/V Ferrel Daily Report

Cindy Wu & Jennifer Kuehl

7/7/2010- We arrived at Leeville , LA around 20:00 on 7/6/2010, and docked.  We waited to see what the plan is, and found out that the Ferrel will not go out to see until possible next week (Tue/Wed) because it will be outfitted with CTD equipment.  We waited for transportation at Leeville and arrived in New Orleans around 19:30.  

7/8/2010

We went to BP head quarter in the morning and had a brief meeting with Peter Collinson about our plan.  Then headed out to the Ferrel at Leeville to grab supplies for beach sampling at Elmer Island.  Jen contacted Pete (head of safety at Elmer’s island, 504-201-9447; Steve is Pete’s alternate. His number is 704-798-5436) to take us beach sampling.  We arrived at the Ferrel around 1200, and decontaminated soil cores, made labels and collected supplies.  We headed out to Elmer’s Island around 1400.  When we arrived, Pete informed us that there is no major visible oil because the storm and high tide.  We tried to find the previous GPS location for site 1 of the June 29, 2010 sample trip by Kelly and Jen.  However, there is major erosion of the beach sand, and a lot of beach was lost according to Pete.  The GPS location from the previous sampling trip does not match with today’s sample.  

Note:  there might be a discrepancy in the units of the latitude and longitude coordinates.  Here we are using degrees, minutes, and seconds.  The surface water coordinates are in degrees and decimals per request of the Chief Scientist (Zach Weber).  

We sampled 1 site at (Lat-N29o 11.0643’; long- W90o. 3.5219’ ) only, because we had to rush back to the Ferrel to process our samples (filtering DNA and RNA, VOA, PLFA, AODC, nutrient and SIP).  The Ferrel informed us that they are heading back to Amelia in 1 hr.  We asked them to stay at Leeville for 4 more hours and they complied.  We took 3 soil cores and 1 water sample (3L) in amber wide mouth jars.  The RNA sample was kept at ambient temp, and the DNA and chemistry water was stored in cooler with blue ice blocks.  The cores were frozen with dry ice immediately at the lab.  

The sample ID for soil cores are : EI-20100708-TN01-SC01, EI-20100708-TN01-SC02, EI-20100708-TN01-SC03

Sample ID for water sample: EI-20100708-TN01-W01
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The samples were processed immediate back at the lab (Start: 15:00, End: 17:00).    Samples will be shipped by C&C people tomorrow via FedEx and will be held at Emeryville FedEx until pick up on Saturday.  

Note2:  Jen and Cindy felt that 2 full time technicians should be dedicated to taking oil spill samples for the next few months.  Because the 2 week rotation of samplers does not allow the sampler to become familiar and comfortable with the sampling protocol.  It there are full time techs doing the sampling for a few months, they will be able to work out the most efficient and consistent protocols for sampling water and beach.   
Note3:  Three people at the beach taking samples would be helpful instead of two people.  
At 18:30, we heard that 2 pallets of our supplies are at C-port 1.  Jen and Cindy waited for Ferrel to pick up the pallets in Fourchon, and checked to see if everything is there.   

