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Today we gained access to Elmer’s Island, one of the beaches severely affected by the oil spill.  As of last week there was no visible oil washing up on the beach. The conditions this week are much worse, oil is continuously washed up on the beach. .  Cooms were set up on the primary berm, in addition to stra pom-poms to absorb as much oil as possible.  The water washing up on the beach contains globs of weathered oil up to several inches in the water.  From the tideline to the berm is almost completely covered with weathered oil, about one inch thick.

We collected five liters of surface water approximately ten meters out from the tideline.  Two liters were frozen at -20 degrees C, and three liters were maintained at 4 degrees C. Sediment cores (10-20 cm deep) were taken at the waterline , 5 meters perpendicular to the water line up the beach, then five meters parallel to waterline, and the five more meters perpandicualar to the water line up the beach.  Two other sample were taken 10 meters directly off the waterline in contaminated areas.  Also three noncontaminated sand cores were taken in areas approximately 10 meters from the waterline.  One contaminated and one non-contaminated core were frozen at -20 degrees C and the rest were stored at 4 degrees C.  All samples will be shipped fedex June 4, 2010 on ice for 4 degree samples and dry ice for frozen samples.
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Figure 1. Sampling at Elmer’s Island-June 3, 2010
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