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1. This is sampling day 3 on cruise #6, in which we sampled three stations in the south westerly quadrant in addition to air quality testing at eleven different stations.  The first two stations (BM7201 and BM7301) showed no signs of plume, however the last station, BM7401 had a plume.  At the first two stations, we sampled near dissolved oxygen drops and a background depth.  The third station, BM7401 we sampled in, below, and above the plume.  For all samples we prepared DNA, RNA, protein, and PLFA filters, cell counts, VOA vials, SIP bottles, and nutrient bottles.  There was a thick sheen on the surface at all sites.  

2. For this trip we have changed out water filtration strategy, and are using a manifold and vacuum pump through .22 um PES membrane filters (Nalgene) for the three depths. We are still filtering 800 mL for DNA and RNA filters and as much as possible for protein filters (usually in excess of one liter).  We are filtering 700 mL for PLFA. We are only guaranteed 3-4 liters of water per depth, since we only have 11 four liter Niskin bottles. Surface samples are still being filtered through .22 uM Sterevix filters, since the membrane filters seem to get clogged after a liter.  
3. Tomorrow we head back to Port Fourchon.  The next Brooks McCall cruise leaves Thursday.
