7/3/2010                                                                                                                Mission #10

Ferrel

Cindy Wu and Jennifer Kuehl

We are scheduled to cruise this evening and arrive at the Gulf of Mexico by daybreak.  We spent the morning at headquarters with Simon the Head Scientist Andrew Hill (boss of Simon), Allison (Chief scientist Brooks McCall), Zach Weber (Chief scientist RV Ferrel) discussing the goals of the mission and the approximate route.   The plan for the next few days of the mission is to follow the shore from the mouth of the Mississippi to Fourchon, wait for the missing supplies to be delivered to Fourchon from there go out to the well head   It was decided to have a 1-2 days short shake down cruise to firm up the water sampling protocols, practice using the equipment and figure out the supplies we are missing.  The plan is to try to collect ~6 samples a day at about 10 nautical mile distance.   

We went to Walmart to pick up large plastic tubs for decon and sample containment on the boat, 2 glass pitchers for dispensing samples, plastic buckets and various other supplies.  We arrived at Ameila where the Ferrel is docked about 4 pm this afternoon and spent the rest of the day setting up the lab. 

The Barnant Portable Sampler units were missing pump heads, therefore we could not use the samplers.  A rental replacement unit by GeoTech Environment was delivered, and was able to pump water with the Masterflex Tygon tubing, but not the extra LDPE  tubings bought by Shaw group.  The LDPE tubing is too stiff for peristalsis.  

We did not receive the sterile 20L carboys.  We will have to use buckets to collect samples, until we pick up more supplies in Fourchon.  

Taped down or tied down any loose articles to get ready to head out to the Gulf.  

Met the Entrix people (Daniel, Jake), Noaa person (Henry), C&C people (Craig, Brad and Emily), and the captain (Johnny, aka 'Outlaw). 

Will have safety meeting after every one gets back on the boat.

