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Mission #10

We were as close to the well head as we can get last night, and now we are on transect headed towards Port Fourchon this morning.  

SW-20100706-FER-006 BP-TN03-SS02 -VOA was collected at 9:52, no sign of oil. SW-20100706-FER-007BP-TN03-SS03 (11:30)- full set of samples, an extra DNA filter was collected for Olivia, no sign of oil. 

SW-20100706-FER-008 BP-TN03-SS03 (15:15)- VOA was collected, no sign of oil. 

At about 18:00, we spotted tar balls and the Entrix guys collected tar balls in a 4 oz jar with a Teflon lined lid and stored them in a cooler with ice. The tar is the consistency of a wet peanut butter and is a deep rust color. We were unable to take water samples because conditions were rough (6' to 9' swells, 15-20 kts wind) for collecting water and proper PPE were not available. It should be noted that the rope gets very slippery and difficult to pull in the bucket after a sample has been taken. Oil was getting on Jake’s cloths and shoes.  Anything that had oil on it will need to be decontaminated with the proper protocol.  The sampling was aborted by the chief scientist because of unsafe conditions and lack of proper PPE.  A safety meeting was held at 2050 about the oil sampling.  It was discussed that proper PPE must be worn when taking oil samples.  We will also have a short assessment meeting right before oil sampling. 

Need to strategize about what is the best way to sample 25-40L of water column beneath the oil plume.  Right now, people have suggested using smaller buckets for sampling, and just grab a few buckets.  However, it will be technically different biological samples.  The pump could be used in this situation, but the concerns are that the oil might clog up the tubing, and that it takes ~30min to fill up the 15L bucket.  

We are headed toward Fourchon to wait for supplies.

